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This real compensation of Rs. 12 per month gives the worker
a total increase of 150% over his September 1939 level of earning.
The cost of living index at Jharia in July 1944 stood at 250%
above the September 1939 level. Thus, the absolute gap between
the cost of living and the extent of compensation at present is
100%.
Again, the maximum monetary earnings of a miner in the
shape of basic wage and D.A. stand at (Rs. 9-8 plus Rs. 44)
Us. 13-12 per month. The total price of the food-grains offered
to him is Rs. 17-10 per month. This means that he can buy only
75% of the maximum quantity of food-grains offered to him.
How THE GOVERNMENT SCHEME is BEING SABOTAGED
We shall examine this question item by item on the basis
*>f our own investigations, which were held only a short -srbile
ago.
"I.   Dearness Allowance
The workers and other employees whose average earnings
'come to over Rs. 25 p,m. are in many collieries being given only
27\% increase in their wages on the,ground that the 50% increase
sanctioned by the Dhanbad Conference is meant only for workers
with an income of less than Rs. 25 p.m.
In a large number of collieries the Wage Register has been
so manipulated as to show a lower level of wages for 1939.than
what was actually given to the miner. And the 50% increase
has been calculated on this basis. This means that the real in-
crease given to him is not 50% but about 30% to 40%.
Previously there were no regular Wage Registers in the
Collieries. It is only after the circular issued by Mr. Bonn, ADXL,
Bhanbad, that such registers are being maintained. This ex-
plains the difficulty of detecting this malpractice of the owners.
2.   Basic Ration
In some Collieries (Bhowrah, for example), the bask ration
is not given for the dependents on the plea that the -worker con-
cerned has no family of his own.
In some (Dhariagola, for example) ration is given only to
the worker if he happens to live outside the 'dhowralis* in ad-
jacent bustees on the ground that his dependents do not fall i&